
HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO 
LEARNING MORSE CODE



TOPICS

• Basic Concepts

• Keys

• Software

• Oscillators/Keyers

• Online Classes



BASIC CONCEPTS

• Do not think DOTS and DASHES

• Think about sounds DITS and DAHS

• Do not count DITS and DAHS

• Learn to hear the sounds of characters

• Learn to hear the sounds of words and prosigns

• YOU ARE LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE



STRAIGHT KEY J38



STRAIGHT KEY BEGALI SPARK



IAMBIC PADDLES



FLWKEY



G4FON



MRP40



MFJ - 557



WINKEYER USB



MORSERINO 32



BEGALI CW MACHINE



HOW TO LEARN

• Elmer – mine was Dave Haney W3SJ SK

• Take on-line classes

• Important concepts:

• You will learn to send faster than learning to receive

• Never send faster than you can receive

• Practice Practice Practice

• Listen on air W1AW practice sessions

• Listen to Contests 

• REMEMBER!  YOU ARE LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE



W1AW



W1AW PRACTICE FILES



FMCA ARC WEB SITE



CWOPS



LICW CLUB


